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Republicans voted no on an amend-

ment to remove lead pipes from 
schools. 

Republicans voted no on an amend-
ment to ensure kids had access to 
healthy meals. 

Republicans voted no on an amend-
ment to help keep firearms out of 
schools. 

Republicans voted no on an amend-
ment to prevent schools from moni-
toring students’ menstrual cycles. 

Republicans also voted no on an 
amendment to prevent the censorship 
of the teaching of the Holocaust. 

This extreme bill is going to do hor-
rible things to students’ privacy, and it 
is going to increase books that are 
banned at schools. 

In addition to doing stupid stuff and 
trying to pass extreme bills, Repub-
licans have now gone on a rampage 
about what the Manhattan district at-
torney is doing without even knowing 
what the purported charges are or what 
the grand jury evidence is. 

What if the evidence is over-
whelming? What if it is rock solid that 
an American by the name of Donald 
Trump committed crimes? How do Re-
publicans know? They don’t. 

Do you know what else they cannot 
explain? When Trump’s former attor-
ney, Michael Cohen, was arrested, in-
dicted, convicted, and went to prison 
for participating in an illegal hush 
money payment scheme to Stormy 
Daniels, not a single Republican leader 
complaining now said a thing about 
what happened to Michael Cohen. 

They cannot explain why they are 
holding Donald Trump to a different 
standard. Michael Cohen served prison 
time for participating in an illegal 
hush money payment scheme to 
Stormy Daniels. 

In America, we should apply the 
same standard to all Americans. No 
one is above the law—not the former 
President’s enablers, not the former 
President’s attorneys, and not the 
former President himself. 

Let’s let law enforcement do their 
work. Let’s let the judicial process do 
its work. Let’s wait to see if there are 
going to be any charges, what those 
charges may be, and what the evidence 
is. 

A jury or judge will get to hear this 
evidence, and the American people will 
see it. The prosecution will have to 
show beyond a reasonable doubt what 
their evidence is. 

Let me conclude with this: Every 
American, including Donald Trump, is 
entitled to the presumption of inno-
cence in a court of law, and that pre-
sumption will also be applied. 

Let’s apply the law equally, the way 
our Founders wanted it to be done. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE BERING RIVER 
COALFIELD ACQUISITION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud the commitment of 
the United States Forest Service to see 
through the protection of the Bering 
River coalfield in Alaska. 

According to the Forest Service, the 
Copper River watershed, in which the 
Bering River lies, is one of the largest 
and most biologically intact places on 
Earth. 

Mineral rights to the Bering River 
coalfield are currently owned by a Ko-
rean company, which means almost 
12,000 acres of coalfields in the Copper 
River watershed remain vulnerable to 
mining. 

Coal from the Bering River has no 
value in the U.S. coal market. We have 
plenty in the lower 48. An extraction 
would only serve to benefit the Asian 
markets at the cost of decimating one 
of the few untouched places left in 
America. The current owner of the 
mineral rights expressed that they are 
willing to sell the rights, and the bid 
for appraisal opened last week. 

It is my hope that we are approach-
ing the finish line of the conservation 
of the Bering River, an effort that has 
been ongoing for 100 years. Forty-six 
conservation organizations have voiced 
their support for the protection of this 
invaluable natural resource. 

If a purchase of the Bering River 
coalfield is successful, all future gen-
erations of American sportsmen and 
-women and outdoor recreationists can 
experience the magnificent wild coun-
try the way it emerged from our cre-
ator. 

I will take a brief moment to thank 
the late Representative Don Young 
from Alaska for his help and support of 
this issue to get it to this point. 

I also thank the Exxon Valdez trust 
for extending a boundary so that 
money could be leveraged to help set 
aside for future generations this impor-
tant national asset. 

f 

IGNITING CULTURE WARS AT THE 
EXPENSE OF TRANS LIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROBERT GARCIA) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in both sad-
ness and anger. 

I know how painful life can be as an 
openly gay person. Like so many in our 
community, I have also experienced 
harassment because of who I am, but 
these challenges pale in comparison to 
the onslaught of attacks against the 
trans community in this country 
today. 

House Republicans attack trans peo-
ple as threats to kids, religious liberty, 
and our local schools, but that just 
isn’t true. The true threats are the dis-
criminatory proposals against trans 
Americans that are being made in 
chambers and statehouses across the 
country. 

Sports bans, bathroom bills, and 
healthcare restrictions demonize and 

dehumanize trans people. With higher 
rates of depression, anxiety, and sui-
cide, these bills literally mean the dif-
ference between life and death for so 
many in this community, but many in 
this Chamber don’t seem to care. 

It is part of a plan to ignite culture 
wars at the expense of trans lives. As 
an immigrant embraced by this coun-
try, I believe that being a true patriot 
means advocating for all of our people 
across the country. That is why I will 
do everything in my power to ensure 
and safeguard the rights of all Ameri-
cans, and that includes our transgender 
community. 

The trans community has been at the 
front lines of the struggle for justice 
and equality. Please know that we will 
be there right beside you, fighting 
against these cruel and un-American 
attacks. 

Trans rights are human rights. We 
will continue to fight until we win. 

RECOGNIZING CAL STATE LONG BEACH’S 50TH 
ANNUAL POWWOW 

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Cal State Long Beach’s 50th annual 
powwow. Specifically, I recognize the 
First Nations and first stewards of the 
land where this event is held every sin-
gle year. 

The Cal State Long Beach powwow is 
the longest running and largest social 
celebration west of the Mississippi 
River honoring Native and indigenous 
peoples. 

I had the pleasure of attending this 
event just recently and was incredibly 
impressed by the skill and love shared 
with this community event. This year’s 
celebration was especially important. 
It was the first time it was held since 
the pandemic. 

Established by American Indian stu-
dents in 1969, the powwow includes Na-
tive dancers from across the State, the 
Pacific Northwest, and even parts of 
Canada. 

Events like this are important to 
highlight our Native American culture 
and presence within our country. It 
also serves to educate and develop the 
next generation of Native American 
leaders while bringing Tribes together 
to highlight art and unity. 

In commemoration of the 50 years of 
the powwow, we congratulate and 
thank Cal State Long Beach. 

HONORING INFLUENTIAL ARTIST DAVE VAN 
PATTEN 

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support art 
in all its mediums. From paint to 
dance to music to story writing, our 
lives are enriched with the apprecia-
tion of the arts. 

Today, I rise to recognize someone 
who has been an amazing and influen-
tial artist in the city of Long Beach, 
and that is Dave Van Patten. 

Just last month, Dave topped his tre-
mendous career by winning a Grammy 
for his work as artistic director of the 
box set album of Grateful Dead con-
certs titled: ‘‘In and Out of the Gar-
den.’’ 
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Dave Van Patten’s work is iconic. 

You can see it all across the city of 
Long Beach, the city of Bellflower, and 
across the State and beyond. His abil-
ity to blend surrealism with comic 
book designs makes him a unique art-
ist with a distinctive style across 
southern California. I am honored to 
know Dave. He is a constituent. He is a 
friend, and amazing artist trans-
forming people’s lives. 

Dave, congratulations. 
f 

b 1215 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. BOST) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
was National Agriculture Day, a day to 
celebrate the contributions of Amer-
ica’s farmers, growers, and ranchers. 

These hardworking men and women 
provide our families with the food, fuel, 
and fiber we need each and every day. 
According to the USDA, the agri-
culture sector contributed nearly $1.3 
trillion to our GDP in 2021 and ac-
counted for a tenth of all U.S. employ-
ment. 

My district in southern Illinois is 
home to more than 10,000 producers, 
and one of the most diverse agricul-
tural districts in the region. 

In addition to corn and soybean, 
southern Illinois produces rice, spe-
cialty crops, livestock, dairy, wine, and 
more than one-half of the horseradish 
in the United States. 

But these aren’t easy jobs. Farmers 
are often at the mercy of the weather 
and other factors well beyond their 
control. 

As a member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, I believe that the 
new farm bill provides us a critical op-
portunity to put farmers first and sup-
port programs like crop insurance to 
strengthen our food security. 

I am proud to cosponsor H.R. 235 des-
ignating March 21, 2023, as National 
Agriculture Day, and I will continue to 
fight for our southern Illinois farming 
families every day that I serve in Con-
gress. 

f 

WORLD WATER DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) for 
5 minutes. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, on World Water Day, I rise on 
behalf of every American who lacks ac-
cess to the most basic necessity of 
human survival. 

Mr. Speaker, 4 years ago, 15,000 
households in Newark, New Jersey, 
were forced to rely on bottled water 
due to the lead in the city’s supply. As 
lead contamination levels approached 
record highs, residents of my State’s 
largest city were forced to reckon with 
the reality that access to safe drinking 
water would not be and could not be 
taken for granted. 

I am grateful that Newark has since 
replaced nearly all of its lead pipes, 
and their residents can once again 
trust that their tap water is safe to 
drink. 

In fact, had this emergency been 
unique to one city at one time, I prob-
ably wouldn’t have been compelled to 
speak here today. 

However, the year after Newark put 
an end to its emergency, infrastructure 
failures in Jackson, Mississippi, cut off 
residents’ access to safe water. Mis-
sissippi’s capital city still lacks the re-
sources to support residents in need. 

Let me be clear. This is not a Newark 
crisis or a Jackson crisis, or for that 
matter, even a Flint, Michigan, crisis. 
It is an American crisis. 

Due to climate change, outdated in-
frastructure, and systemic disinvest-
ment in our most vulnerable commu-
nities, millions of Americans risk los-
ing access to water. 

As the wealthiest Nation on Earth, 
we have the resources—not to mention 
the moral imperative—to change that 
situation. Safe, clean water is a human 
right. If we continue to ignore the 
water crisis, communities across the 
country will face dire consequences for 
their health, safety, and well-being. 

Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the 
WATER Act because the time to act is 
now. In addressing water scarcity, we 
must revitalize our failing infrastruc-
ture, remove dangerous contaminants 
from our water supplies, and reinvest 
in the communities that have been hit 
hardest by decades of privatization and 
austerity. The WATER Act tackles the 
crisis on all three fronts. 

My legislation would provide $35 bil-
lion annually to modernize our Na-
tion’s water and sewer infrastructure. 
Cities like Newark are not outliers. 
Lead pipes are used in every single 
State. By overhauling our infrastruc-
ture, we can remove these dangerous 
components and eliminate the threat 
of lead contamination. 

My legislation would also clean up 
other contaminants, as well, including 
PFAS, ‘‘forever chemicals.’’ New Jer-
sey has some of the highest PFAS lev-
els in the country and Black, Brown, 
and low-income communities suffer 
disproportionately from this contami-
nation. 

Everyone, regardless of their race, 
their income, or their ZIP Code de-
serves reliable water access. That is 
why, in addition to cleaning up con-
tamination, my legislation will provide 
grants to low-income communities to 
stop water shutoffs due to unaffordable 
bills. 

With these long-overdue investments, 
we can prevent further water short-
ages, protect our current supply, and 
make emergencies like those in Flint, 
Jackson, and Newark a thing of the 
past. 

Water is the essence of human life, 
and as public servants, we must ensure 
that every family in every community 
has reliable access to it. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge this Chamber to 
take up the WATER Act and pass it 
without delay. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL RADICAL GENDER 
IDEOLOGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak about an extremely important 
topic that is very current and very dis-
turbing in our Nation, in our Nation’s 
schools, and the relationship of parents 
and their kids. 

Mr. Speaker, during the COVID 
lockdowns, schools were closed, and 
much of the learning was conducted 
online, except for those courageous 
schools that did manage to stay open 
and teach their kids the normal way. 

During this time, parents gained a 
valuable opportunity to see firsthand 
what their children were being taught 
in public schools, and in some cases, 
what is in their libraries. 

What they found was very shocking 
to them. We heard a conversation a bit 
earlier about, Oh, this is banning 
books. 

If you see the content that is in some 
of the books, some of the so-called edu-
cational materials, it is really nothing 
short of pornography that is being al-
lowed to be in there. 

Mr. Speaker, when did it become 
okay for kids to be subject to that kind 
of material or the performances that 
are being brought to their libraries 
under the guise of openness where it 
wouldn’t be really any different than 
what is going on in a strip club? 

You would get in big trouble should 
you take your kid to one of those. How 
is that allowed to be normalized these 
days? 

Rather than teaching children the 
skills that they need and the knowl-
edge to become successful adults, these 
activists, whether it is teachers, coun-
selors, superintendents, they are filling 
their heads with this woke far-left 
propaganda and pushing radical gender 
ideology on children as young as ele-
mentary age. 

In response to the backlash, teachers 
and public school administrators have 
attempted to keep this indoctrination 
and these agendas secret from their 
parents. Unbelievable. 

This included helping encourage stu-
dents to keep secrets from their par-
ents, hiding their lesson plans and cur-
riculums, trying to ban recording in 
the classroom, obfuscating what mate-
rials are being shown to students, and 
shutting down parents who spoke out 
at public school meetings when they 
heard about this, even so far as having 
the U.S. Department of Justice refer to 
them as terrorists. 

They asserted time and again that 
parents did not have the right to be in-
volved in their children’s education. 
They claimed that once children 
walked through the schoolhouse door, 
those children belonged to the State. 

What is that? Where are the echoes of 
that coming from? 

In 2021, parents across the country 
revolted at school board meetings and 
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